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SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES 
 

1st Service 8:00 a.m. 
2nd Service 10:30 a.m. 
9:00 Coffee Hour 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School 
9:25 a.m. Adult Bible Class  

  

Jesus is…the Lamb of God 
 

John 1:29 
“Look! The Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.”  

 
In today’s urban society, many people don’t often come into contact with farm ani-
mals. So when the Bible describes Jesus as “the Lamb of God,” it’s easy to miss the 
comfort in this unique name for our Savior. 
 
When John the Baptist pointed to Jesus and said, “Look! The Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world,” it would have immediately grabbed the Jews atten-
tion. God had commanded the sacrifice of lambs as part of their worship life to 
teach them that they needed the blood of a substitute to pay for their sins. They 
couldn’t just make that sacrifice once. They had to offer it again and again because 
it was imperfect blood offered by imperfect people. They sacrificed animals, lambs 
that could never really take away their sin. 
 
Sometimes we don’t understand the full magnitude of our sin. Sin isn’t just what we 
read about in the newspapers. Sin is when parents want the best for their children, 
but allow other things to become more important. Sin is when spouses want to be 
loving, but instead put their own needs and desires first. Sin is when teenagers 
struggle for independence and step over the line of disrespecting their parents and 
others in authority. Sin is nothing more and nothing less than failing to be the per-
fect people our perfect God demands of us. 
 
We need the perfect blood of a substitute to take away our sins. Jesus is the only 
Lamb who could do that because he’s the Lamb of God. He’s the perfect Lamb who 
never fell short of God’s expectations. He’s the Substitute offered on the altar of the 
cross. His blood fully pays for the sin of the world. And that means he paid for your 
sin too! He’s the Sacrifice that enables you to live life without fear of God’s punish-
ment. Jesus is the Lamb who gave you what you could never earn—eternal life and 
a home with him in heaven. 
 
As we enter Lent this month, our focus is on everything the Lamb has done for us. 
We invite you to gather with us to thank him who died for us and to sing, “Worthy is 
the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength 
and honor and glory and praise” (Revelation 5:12). 

 

Don’t forget to turn your clocks ahead one hour for  
Daylight Saving Time before you go to bed on 

 Saturday, March 8, 2014.   
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Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Chesaning, Michigan 
SUMMARY OF COORDINATING COUNCIL MINUTES 

Tuesday, February 11, 2014 at 8:00 p.m. 

The meeting opened with devotion. 
Pastor’s Report:  At his request Tom Beagle was transferred to Saint John Lutheran Church in Hemlock, Michigan.  
Aaron Schulz and son Jackson were transferred to Good Shepherd Lutheran in Alma, Michigan. 
 
Reports of Officers and Boards:  

 Our Financial Secretary, Joe Donovan, reported that he has received so far in the current fiscal year $182,041.56 in 
offerings from July 1 through January 31, 2014.  This comes to an average of $5,169 per Sunday for the first 30 
Sundays of our fiscal year.  Our budget requires $5,360 to meet our budget.  We have fallen behind $191 each week 
and we are currently $5,730 under budget for the first 30 Sundays. 

 Our Treasurer, Robert Wille, reported that he has received $181,208,56 in offerings from our Financial Secretary.  
He reports that we are holding approximately, $30,000 in unpaid bills. 

 School Board Chairman, Bill Hedrich, reported that Zion has 8 snow days.  Zion is waiting to see if Chesaning Union 
Schools will be adding days to the school year.   

 Property Board Chairman, Ray Klipper, reported that Leon Bishop was called to fix the plumbing problems at the 
duplex. 

 Evangelism Board Chairman, Dave Huggard, reported that Zion will host an Easter For Kids at Easter time in place 
of the Harvest Festival in the fall.  He also stated that we will need to have more people working the Candle Walk 
Booth this coming November. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 

 Heating and Cooling:  A bid for Quackenbush Heating and Cooling came in at $46,029.04.  The Council is awaiting 
two more bids for forced air. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 Scholarship Fund:  The Church Council approved the requests for scholarship money from Han Thomford and Orie 
Thomford.  This was approved by the Council. 

 Budget Committee:  The Coordinating Council approved the Budget Committee for the 2014-2015 Budget Commit-
tee.  The members will be Pastor Thomford, Matthew Augustine, Dave Mose, Joe Donovan, Robert Wille, and one 
Elders’ Board member.  The first Budget meeting will be Monday, March 17, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. at Church. 

 Membership Releases:  The Elders’ Board recommended that Pat Brown and Kevin and Mary Hickmott and son 
Johnathon bill released from membership.  The Coordinating Council approved this.   

 
Submitted by: Pastor Thomford 
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PRINCIPAL'S REPORT—MARCH 2014 

 This past winter my wife and I enjoyed being able to once again coach a sport. My wife coached cheerleading 
for Zion and I assisted coaching boy's basketball.  Coaching uses many of the same techniques as teaching does, but it 
allows players an opportunity to use different God-given skills than we often assess in a classroom setting.  Players are 
asked to not only remember information, but also apply that information to make decisions and react to their surround-
ings.  Coaches are in place to give advice and teach lessons to players so that they can be better prepared for chal-
lenges faced during gameplay, if the player is open to that help. 
 A player who is coachable understands that they can improve, but they must first admit their imperfections.  It 
does not come naturally to all athletes although it sounds like an easy task.  An athlete may hear the coach's lessons 
and disregard them as folly.  I myself have suffered the consequences of foolish pride. To this day I still cannot make a 
left-handed layup in basketball because I did not adequately practice that skill as my coaches told me long ago.  Foolish 
pride is to blame. 
 Young athletes are not the only people who must be coachable; rather, we are all living out the game of life and 
are looking for answers to life's pressing questions.  We also need to be coachable.  Showing the humility of a coachable 
player can allow us to more adequately serve others, respect others more highly, and improve relationships strained by 
pride.  We become better servants as we see our need for Christ and follow his example of foot-washing (John 13).  If 
we increase respect for others, our ability to listen to the needs of others increases along with that.  And as we listen and 
serve others, we will inevitably enjoy healthy relationships. Not only will students and athletes at Zion Lutheran benefit 
from being coachable, but we also will reap benefits when we strive to live with the humility of Christ. 
 God's blessings on the beginning of your spring, and keep our school in your prayers as we strive to carry out 
the humble work of spiritually and academically training our next generation. 
 

Below are recent highlights from your school: 
 In February, Zion students performed in a well-attended patriotic concert for parents and church members. 

 The Board of Education will soon debut a Tuition Assistance Fund to help our school's families who may not be 
able to attend Zion based on financial hardship. 

 Basketball and cheerleading season has ended on a positive note, and we will soon begin co-ed volleyball for 
students in the upper grades. 

 Zion will spend March 10-13 completing Iowa Standardized Tests to check how each student has academically 
grown in the past year.  We will discuss results with parents a few weeks later at the Parent/Teacher Confer-
ences on March 27. 

 Spring Break is scheduled March 31-April 4 
 
Submitted by:   Principal — Matthew Augustine 

LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY NEWS  

 WELS is helping to support a dozen missions throughout northern 
Thailand.  In addition, a seminary and Bible Institute are training students 
to serve as pastors and evangelists to assist in meeting the spiritual needs 
of the people we serve and in reaching out to the masses with the gospel.   
 Thailand is a unique country with a distinct culture that includes a 
variety of sub-cultures and languages.  Ninety-eight percent of the 66 mil-
lion inhabitants practice the national religion of Buddhism.  Our missions 
are currently reaching out to the Thai, Isan, Hmong, and Lao peoples in 
northern Thailand in order to bring them God’s promise of eternal life 
though the comforting message of his love and forgiveness in Christ.  The 
message of the gospel is unknown to 98 percent of the people living in this 
beautiful country. 
 Pray for our church workers and the congregations  they serve, 
that the gospel message will continue to add more souls to the family of 
God. 
 
Kenneth Pasch 
Thailand 
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WOMEN SERVING CHRIST MEETING MINUTES  
 TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY 18, 2014 

Lent, the season of the church year that’s associated with repentance, begins on Ash 

Wednesday (March 5 this year). While some people deny themselves by giving up some-

thing for Lent, others prepare for Easter through special Bible studies or devotions.  

 

Christians observe Lent for these reasons:  

 

 It causes us to STOP. Lent says, “Stop and rest awhile,” as well as “Stop doing 

wrong.”  

 

 It tells us to LOOK. Look inward for an honest self-examination. Look upward to see 

the cross of Christ offering healing and love. Look forward to the hope of the Resurrection.  

 

 It tells us to LISTEN. Listen to the words of Christ. Listen to the voice of God. Listen to the winds of the Spirit of 

God. Stop, look and listen. These three words aren’t only important for our safety in travel; they’re also helpful for our 

journey through the 40 days of Lent.  

LOOK 

 LISTEN 

STOP, LOOK AND LISTEN 

 
Pastor opened the meeting with a  devotion on The Light of the World.  As Matthew 5: 16 says to let your light shine be-
fore men that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. 
 
We received a letter from Calvary Academy Ministries thanking us for our donation.  The LWMS spring rally is April 27 at 
Grace Durand and the speaker will talk on Africa. The 51

st
 LWMS convention will be June 26-29 in Dallas TX. Our mis-

sionaries this year are Rev Daniel Rautenberg, World Mission and Rev Steven P Dorn, Home Mission.  A Fall Women’s 
Retreat will be held in October in Kalamazoo. 
 
The multipurpose picture board was received.  We need to start taking pictures out of the old frames and put them on 
tables in the choir room.  Then the frames need to be taken off the walls.  The walls will need to be painted, put the pic-
tures in the new frames and get it mounted.  
We are going to table the Northwest Publishing book sale until September. It was suggested to have it available for 
Christmas and possibly go thru Grace in Bay City. 
 
The Lenten dinners have been delegated. WSC has 2 dates. Soup will be served on April 2 & April 9. WSC will not be 
ordering Danny Duzits.  Next month’s servers are Katie & Terry. 
 
Attendees:  Jeannie Gregory, Paula Huggard,  Jean Gregory, Harriet Kukulius, Thelma Parshall, Jean Devereaux, Terry 
Barancik, Katie Augustine, Laurie Lanczynski, Karen Thomford, Annette Donaldson, Mona Jean Allen. 
In the Lord’s Service, 
 
Terry Barancik, Acting Secretary 

BIBLE QUIZ 

What did Jesus say his earthly mission was all about?  
Choose the correct answer from the list below:  
 
A. Doing his own will  
B. Doing God’s will  
C. Doing the will of the people  
D. All of the above  

Answer: B (See John 5:30.)  
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NINE DAYS OF LENT 
 

Holy Saturday–A Day of Preparation for Death, Mark 16:1 (Ash Wednesday) 
7:00 p.m.  Wednesday, March 5, 2014 Pastor Joel Thomford 
 

Palm Sunday–A Day of Sorrow, Luke 19:41-42 
7:00 p.m.  Wednesday, March 12, 2014 Pastor Jason Baldwin 
 

Saturday–A Day of Loss, John 12:1-8 
7:00 p.m.  Wednesday, March 19, 2014 Pastor Dave Mielke 
 

Tuesday–A Day of Judgment, Mark 11:12-14, 20-21 
7:00 p.m.  Wednesday, March 26, 2014 Pastor Allen Lindke 
 

Monday–A Day of Cleansing, Matthew 21:12-16 
7:00 p.m.  Wednesday, April 2, 2014 Pastor Philip Bigelow 
 

Wednesday–A Day of Betrayal, Luke 22:1-6 
7:00 p.m.  Wednesday, April 9, 2014 Pastor Joel Thomford 
 

Maundy Thursday–A Day for a Feast, Matthew 26:26-29 
 7:00 p.m.  Thursday, April 17, 2014 Pastor Joel Thomford 
 
Good Friday–A Day of Death, John 19:30 
 1:00 p.m.  Friday, April 18, 2014  Pastor Joel Thomford 
 
Easter Sunday–A Day of Life, Matthew 28:1-10 
 7:00 & 10:00 a.m. Saturday, April 20, 2014  Pastor Joel Thomford 

LENTEN SUPPERS 
The season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 5, 2014.  We will again be hosting suppers before the services 
from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  Below is a schedule of groups serving suppers: 
Date    Group     
March 5, 2014  Boy Pioneers 
March 12, 2014  Odd Job Club 
March 19, 2014  Girl Pioneers 
March 26, 2014  Boy Pioneer  
April 2, 2014  Women Serving Christ 
April 9, 2014  Women Serving Christ 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
April 17, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
GOOD FRIDAY 
 April 18, 2014 at 1:00 p.m. 
 
GOOD FRIDAY TENEBRAE  
Zion Lutheran Church, April 18, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
EASTER SUNDAY 
April 20, 2014 at 7:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. — 8:00 Easter Breakfast 
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February 2, 2014 $5,500.27 
February 9, 2014 $6,241.26 
February 16, 2014 $4,649.49 
February 23, 2014 $4,680.56 
 
Parking Lot Fund:  $2,254 
These funds are held by the church treasurer in the Memorial 
Account.   This fund was started by the congregation to save 
money for paving the  school parking lot and then repaving the 
church parking lot.  Contributions to this fund may be made by 
placing an envelope in the Sunday offering plate marked  
“Parking Lot Fund.” 
 
Building Fund:  $11,395.57 
These funds are held by the church treasurer in the Memorial 
Account.  It was originally started by the Zion Education League 
(Zion School’s parent-teacher organization) to save money for 
building gymnasium/cafeteria facilities at Zion Lutheran  School.  
Contributions to this fund may be made by placing an envelope 
in the Sunday offering plate marked “Building Fund.”  

FINANCIAL NEWS  MARCH  BIRTHDAYS 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

*If your birthday or anniversary was not listed in the March 
issue of the Newsletter, it means we don’t have that infor-
mation in our computer.  If we missed anyone, we apolo-
gize.  Please contact the church office with the appropriate 
information and we will gladly update our records.   

Chelsie Lane 3/2 

Scott Stevenson 3/2 

Rebecca Kaufmann 3/4 

Violet Goodrich 3/6 

Leslie Agnew 3/7 

Norman Hickmott 3/7 

Kathleen Keeven 3/8 

Virginia Hafner 3/9 

Zachary Mose 3/9 

Keith Bovee 3/10 

Patsy Hickmott 3/13 

Lu Ann Hedrich 3/14 

Felicity Emmendorfer 3/16 

Linda Klein 3/16 

Lucas Jones 3/18 

Timothy Bleisner 3/20 

Katie Augustine 3/22 

Edward List Jr. 3/22 

Carol Aldrich 3/23 

Priscilla Bleisner 3/23 

Vance Hamilton 3/25 

Martin Neumeyer 3/26 

Hannah Searle 3/27 

Liam McMillan 3/28 

Kimberly Blaine 3/30 

Martha Schulz 3/30 

Sally Reetz 3/31 

Martin & Yvonne Neumeyer 3/8 

David & Kelly Mose 3/10 

Scott & Amanda Cohoon 3/13 

FUND SUMMARY ANALYSIS  JANUARY 2014 
  

 $       17,104.02  January 2014 offerings 

 $       (1,230.00) 
minus memorials and other non-budget 
offerings 

 $       15,874.02  offerings to pay 2013-14 budget 

  

 $        3,868.00  offerings/week 4 Sundays 

  

 $        5,360.00  offerings/week needed to pay budget  

  

   

 $       (1,492.00) Under needed/week in January 2014 

  

 Year To Date Offerings 

  

 $     182,041.56  July 1, 2013 Through January 31,2014 

 $      (26,971.00) 
minus memorials and other non-budget 
offerings 

 $     155,070.56  offerings to pay 2013-14 budget 

  

 $        5,169.00  offerings/week 30 Sundays 

 $       (5,360.00) minus needed to meet budget 

 $          (191.00) under budget/week 

   

 $       (5,730.00) under budget for 30 Sundays 
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Thank you to all the volunteers who helped to set up, run the book fair and disassemble the book fair.  Thank you to all 
who purchased books and donated money.  We were able to select books for our library.  The teachers were able to se-
lect books for their classrooms.   And the children who attended the ZEL meeting received a free book.  The 2014 Scho-
lastic Book Fair was a huge success thanks to your generosity.  Below is a list of books selected for this year: 
 
Mr. Augustine’s Classroom 
1. Star Wars Jedi Academy by Jeffrey Brown 
2. Road Trip by Gary Paulsen and Jim Paulsen 
3. I survived The Japanese Tsunami, 2011 by Laruen Tarshis 
4. Crush by Gary Paulsen 
5. Stranded 2 Trial by Fire Host of Survivor Jeff Probst and Christ Tebbetts,  
6. The Surprise Attack of Jabba The Puppet An Origami Yoda Book by Tom Angleberger 
7. Ungifted by Gordon Korman 
8. Flat Broke by Gary Pualsen 
9. I Survived The Nazi Invasion, 1944 by Lauren Tarshis 
10. Stay Alive Crash by Joseph Monniger 
11. Stick Dog Wants a Hot Dog by Tom Watson 
12. Lincoln’s Grave Robbers by Steve Sheinkin 
13. Timmy Failure Mistakes Were Made by Stephan Pastis 
14. Diary of a Wimpy Kid Hard Luck by Jeff Kinney 
Mrs. Thomford’s Classroom 

1. Kiki My Stylish Life by Kyla May 
2. Terrors of the Deep by Deborah Lock 
3. The Notebook of Doom by Troy Cummings 
4. Captain Underpants  And the Attack of the Talking Toilets by Dav Pilkey  
5. Pet Holt Calling All Pets by Kate Finch 
6. Hunter Hayes A Dream Come True/Carrie Underwood by Riley Brooks 
7. Zendaya by Emily Klein 
8. Aesop’s  Fables Retold by Ann McGovern 
9. The Three Little Pigs and the Somewhat Bad Wolf by Mark Teague 
10. Skippy jon Jones Cirque de Ole by Judy Schachner 
11. Fiesta Fiasco by Ann Whitford Paul 
12. The Easter Egg by Jan  Brett 
13. Rubio and the Three Osos by Susan Middleton Elya 
14. Otis by Loren Long 
Mrs. Mose’s Classroom 
1. Princess Ping and the Land of Fake-Believe Noah Z. Jones 
2. Moldylocks and the Tree Beards by Noah Z. Jones 
3. Petting Zoo by Gail Tuchman 
4. Aesop’s Fables Retold by Ann McGovern 
5. The Three Little Pigs and the Somewhat Bad Wolf by Mark Teague 
6. Llama Llama Home with Mama by Anna Dewdney 
7. Clark the Shark by Bruce Hale 
8. Secret Agent Splat! By Rob Scotton 
Library 
1. Bad Kitty School Daze by Nick Bruel 
2. Prisoner B-3807 Based on the True Story by Ruth and Jack Gruener 
3. Stick Dog Wants a Hot Dog by Tom Watson 
4. Inside Out & Back Again by Thanhha Lai 
5. My Big Fat Zombie Goldfish by Mo O’Hara 
6. A New Pig in Town by Coco La Rue 
7. Timmy Failure Mistakes Were Made by Stephan Pastis 
8. Star Wars Jedi Academy by Jeffrey Brown 
9. Hidden Like Anne Frank by Marcel Prins & Peter Henk Steenhuis 
10. Captain Underpants and the Attack of the Talking Toilet by Dav Pilkey 
11. The Whisper by Emma Clayton 
12. Star Wars Science Fair Book by Samantha Margles 
13. How Do You Hug a Porcupine?  By Laurie Isop 
14. Olivia and the School Carnival by Joe Purdy 
15. Nighttime Ninja by Barba Dalosta 
16. Skippy jon Jones Cirque de Ole by Judy Schachner 
17. Pirates Love Underpants by Claire Freedman & Ben Cort  
18. The Snatchabook  Who’s stealing all the Stories? By Helne Docherty 
 

ZION LUTHERAN SCHOOL NEWS 
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PIONEER NEWS 
 
The Girl Pioneer Dinner is scheduled for Sunday, 
March 9th, after second service.  Our menu is ham, 
potato casserole, corn, pickles, rolls, milk, coffee and 
dessert.  There will be a free-will offering for the dinner 
to help offset the cost of running the Girl Pioneer pro-
gram.  Following the dinner, there will be a Boy & Girl 
Pioneer Pine Car Derby Race.  Please come and en-
joy a meal and stay to watch the race. 
 

REFOCUS FOR LENT  
 

Give up complaining  

  — focus on gratitude.  

Give up harsh judgments  

  — think kind thoughts.  

Give up worry 

   — trust God to provide.  

Give up discouragement 

  — be full of hope.  

Give up bitterness  

  — turn to forgiveness.  

Give up hatred  

  — return good for evil.  

Give up anger  

  — be more patient.  

Give up pettiness  

  — become mature.  

Give up jealousy  

  — pray for trust.  

Give up gossiping  

  — control your tongue.  

Give up sin  

  — turn to virtue.  

Give up giving up  

  — persevere.  

     

           —Author unknown  
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SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES 
 
1st Service 8:00 a.m. 
2nd Service 10:30 a.m. 
9:00 Coffee Hour 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School 
9:25 a.m. Adult Bible Class  

Pastor Joel W. Thomford 
133 Commercial Street 
Chesaning, MI 48616 
Office:  989-845-3006 
Fax:  989-845-3006 

E-mail address:   
jwthomford@gmail.com 

churchsec@zionlutheranwels.com 
Web site:  www.zionlutheranwels.com 

 
Principal Matthew Augustine 

796 E. Hampton 
Chesaning, MI 48616 
Office:  989-845-2377 

E-mail address:   
zionlutheranschool@tigerpaws.us 

Zion Evangelical  Lutheran Church 
Wisconsin Synod (WELS) 
133 Commercial Street 
Chesaning, MI 48616 
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